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Oab1r1a, leter El1ssa ••••••••rJydi~--iL~·~,..:mta 50phoni6ba•••••••••••Ital1a Dl.D.2' i ni
Her Nuree C-ro8Baa ••••••••Tel·e~n.l'l3. Aa:;atlo"':'!l.i Ka!'hbalo Dante Te-,ta
FUlv1us ~lla••••••••••••••Utrber~o ~5~~~O ac~torotL••••••• .Antonlo BraDion1
His Slave loMlsto •••••••••••••Erneato Pag<:.nl i;1cSJ::,ni sa ••••••••Vitale Destefano

£Y:~OF6IS

WbeI1 Batto' s ·bea'.l-;~,fllJ v-:J~·U.~- in-siony was destroyed by an eruption 0 f xIt •
Aetna, hia 11tt1Q d.a.u.gn +-31' Cat- irla 1'1aO savea by h':lr nurse Oroossa. PhoEmician plr­
ates !ticked tho WO up on the seashote a.nd sold them as slaves in C3.t't1Bge to Karth­
alo, tl:B high pr1est, '""1M tooU6ht the fal rruu-ted baby a fitting encrUlce to the god.
noloch. OIo.la tr~.ed in vain to save har little chal'ge, untU an the vory day of
the sacrifice she chanced on i'Ulvius .•\..x11la. a Roman patrtc1:..n living &I a epy in
Carthage. and h18 giant b lack slave MlCls te. j!he adventUl"O appealed to tlJ) B!JD8lls.
!l.'hey snatched the baby f'r0l!! the very fires of Irolooh :u:d fled w-ith )wlr. t.nk:t.l'1g r-o-
f\lge 1n the uIne.hop kept by BodaBtorot. .

.\ frrw ~ later all cort!age ./as celebrating the nens ot tlB «*tra.ing 0

tre Alps by tbe1r great general Hamiba.l and his~. Bu.'vius decided to loave 'f<:r
Rome at once, but as he laft the Wi12Shop \7i th the ovor tal thtUl ~c1Bta. m tound
Bodaatoret had betra~d them. FtllviUS barely e&caped the ambush prepared for then
by lapping into the Baa from t.he clitts, but :i;aclste encun:i)ered \/ith the child c.~:J­

lria, oCRlld onl7 flee into the g&rden belonging to the ;>b.laoe ot BasdrUbal, m1l1tar:"
governor ot Cartlnge. Hasdrubal' 8 daughter So~.0n18bawas keeping a tryst tmre
,71th :tUs1n1ssc.. King ot the NWIIldians. mr betrothed. eiste begged ber to Qro­
teot Ca.b1r1a, and abe left tile garden u1 th the chilo juat as hl8 pnrs12rs entered.

Ten years later ca.- Sophoni ba tm \"lite, not ot J~ mi.e bUt ot S1Phax,
King ot Cirta, Vilho had dispoGsesced }.faSs1n1883, ot his k1ngc1o'il. PI1lvtU8 Axilla TI88
alde-de-eam.P to 50i;10 Afrlcanus. tile aoman general. then t3;Jhtlng aga1D8 t oarthage,
:md~ OD08 more ordered to spy 0 n the cl ty. \7h1la there he 8earcbed tor the loet
Ma.ciste ani Cabiria. ~ giant 5~ave he fOCld chained to the gr1nd8tcme ot a mUl,
i1here he had bean for tl18 ten lon yoars of his captivity. 1l:lused ~ the sight ot,
his old master, llaciste bl'oka hi cilainS uj, th om :;iannt1c effort, aDd till 1rlo fled
to the RoJmn naDp. On their "::I.y the1 ',1Sl'a oaptured and talten to O,,"rta, ..re ~een

Sopbanis'ba. oo~demned tmm to doath. Cab1ria. uoo bAd beCOtD t m ~en' e maid and
~8 ca110d ::11saa, brou t thom food 1n tm1r prisonaM promiae'd 1:10 hBlp thEID.

\ eaD;!me' s!n1ssa, o;;hu hod cast in hiJL lot l'1 th Bono, routed the arIDT .f
King Sypbax am laid selge to tho c1t)' ot Ci:'ta. The queen W8 ~rrlt1ed 'b7 a drs::-:
that tho high ;nest inter;roted to mean the ;'uth of loch at the 1088 of Cab1rlL.
now Ellssa. To avert disaster frQ:l her colmtr7. So~l'.a6a1sba de11verecl lillis.. 10 tho
high )riost fO:"4 the sacrific.e. but once more she --I,.. rescued b7 JllClete, 9110 '''1 h:l.'
~s m.thKartbalo and ~rrenohed h1l elf free rom his ,)riSon. 8 the7 ned they '";7{, c
joined by FU].vius, .no 1lad also eeoa;.J8d, lKlt ... ound their \7a¥ 'barred ~ eoldiers. T <­
wo ;aomans to".lght the1r \7a.y through to a retu.!,'e in Ule 1"0 yal pa1ac&. but in the 1m ~ l •

Elissa. was rec&.,?tured.

ban 1he city 0 f Cirta. surrendered, the vlctorloU8 ulin18ea tOOk .. to
Tife the beaut1f'11l queen. once h1s own betrothed. 1'he stern Roman fJUBral. tearms
she -'0 'ld divert her husbaDi flO i:l hie Roman alleg:.anoe, ord6red him to deUver her
as a )l"1soner 0': .• \;.8a1»188& det1autly %"e .. 88d. am 6e1)10 ent lPnlvi_ to ar-
rest •.er. Tte k1nt; inte:oC8 )ted ~ ulvlus anG. be 4 him, in retm'n tor havin be-
friended h1:.:1 anti his 6la in Ci.t"ta. to allow hiLl to end So;;>boD.1 ba a :1 r.'
lste was .;>laoed at his .t!s.,oeal d ca.rriee!. ~8 kiJJg'1 uarDing_ viu
Cirta \7tth the ord 1" tor hor arre8t to find t t ha44o. ;lO1 on
But; gratefu.l to F~JVH~B £0_ al1.ow'" r to escapo ~.~ bloh lted h
So 1pl~~3 ~, t. e q~ en ora&red 11 a 1) N he
oont'1D8d and ;ye 1:.8r to B'ul:v! • bles 1 ~ bre tho
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